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From the Prez 
   Welcome to the inaugural issue of The 
Twain Harte Beat online. This is an 
exciting time for our Chamber.  We have 
our credit card machine up and operating 
in the office, our news letter and 
advertising flyers are on line. We went 
online at just the right time as our old and 
tired copy machine is going downhill 
rapidly.  The estimate of repair is quite 
high and no guarantee that something else 
will not fail.  Our Office Manager, Jerrie, 
is shopping for a desk top copier to 
replace the old standby that we use now.  
With the newsletter online it will reduce 
the workload of the copy machine and we 
can get by with a less expensive one. We  
have a shredder in our office for our out 
of date important documents ( credit card 
receipts, etc.). 
     The weather is finally giving us a 
break, the last few days it has felt like 
spring is in the air, but don’t let this fool 
you, winter is coming back and will stay 
for awhile longer. I have noticed an 
increase of people in town with the 
warmer weather hopefully business will 
increase.  As the weather changes back to 
winter the tourists who do not care for 
snowy weather will not venture out, When 
times are slow and business is down is the 
time to use part of your advertising 
budget.  During the summer months there 
are enough people in town to keep all the 
businesses busy, you need to draw  
 
 

attention to yourself during the slow 
months. The Chamber is doing just that, 
Publicity and Marketing Committee 
Chair, Gary Sipperley is starting to do ads 
on National Public Radio out of Stockton. 
At first it will be just to let people know 
we are here (name recognition) then it 
will start listing events as we get closer to 
summer. This should reach a whole new 
audience for us and let them know we are 
close to the valley and one tank or less of 
gas up and home.    
   Speaking of events lets get to Father’s 
Day weekend, Lonnie Taylor (Big 
Daddy’s Smokin’ BBQ) and the Chamber 
are working on a Twain Harte Blues and 
BBQ Festival. The Blues Festival will 
take place Saturday with the BBQ on 
Sunday.  We are going to try to make the 
BBQ a nationally sanctioned and judged 
event that will draw the pro BBQ people. 
As this is just in the initial planning stage 
please watch for more info at a later date. 
If you are interested in volunteering to 
help with either event, please contact the 
Chamber office. 
       All of your directors will be very 
busy this year if you would like to 
volunteer to help with any event and get 
involved in your community please 
contact the Chamber  at 586-4482. 
        Hope you all have a healthy and 
prosperous March. 
 
Doug Halvorsen   
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            The Chamber office is again undergoing 
changes.  This is the first newsletter that is online for 
anyone who looks at our webpage to see.   
 
            The Board of Directors are working very hard 
and going in new directions to try and get the word out 
that we are a great place to get away to.  Hopefully, the 
Chamber office will be quite busy as soon as the nice 
weather arrives.  If you are interested in volunteering 
in the office, please let me know.  It is a fun way to 
give back to the community while learning a little 
more about the area, or maybe you can share some of 
your knowledge about the area with us.  The hours are 
great 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  You can pick the day that 
you volunteer on a weekly basis, or what we really 
need is someone who can just give a day every now 
and then.  If you are interested, give us a call or stop in 
the office. 
 
            As you have noticed, we have started the 
column “How I got to Twain Harte”.  If anyone is in-
terested in sharing your story, please e-mail it to the 
Chamber office. 
 
                                        

Twain Harte Area Chamber of Commerce 
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Chamber Inquiries for 
 January 2008 

 
 1  Information about a Chamber business 
 1  Information about a non-Chamber business 
10  Visitor Information 
13 Event Information 
 18  Miscellaneous 
 
11364 Website Hits 
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COMING EVENTS  
 
March 6, 2008—  THACC Board                        
Meeting  - 5:45 p.m. 
 
March 11, 2008— Mixer at  Courtside 
Bar & Grill 5:30 p.m. 

  



 
The Healthy Garden 

A New Look at an Old Pesticide 
A Promising Alternative To Toxic Sprays  

Petroleum-derived horticultural oils have been used as a pest-management tool for a long 
time. For many years these oil treatments were restricted to applications on deciduous woody 
plants during the winter months, when they lacked foliage that could be burned by the oil. 
Hence the term "dormant" oil spray. By the 1980's, however, major improvements in oil-
refining technology significantly lowered or removed leaf-burning contaminants such as sulfur 
and naphthalene. This resulted in new types of refined mineral oils that are highly effective at 
low application rates.  
   These new oils are known as horticultural oils. They are relatively inexpensive and can be 
safely applied in summer or winter to a wide range of plant species, with little or no damage. 
These species include many tender vegetables, fruits, berries, and ornamental plants. Most 
(h) oils on the market today are still derived from petroleum oil, but vegetables oils extracted 
from canola seed, corn, cottonseed, peanuts, soybean and sunflower seeds are slowly 
making their way into this market.  
   Horticultural oils are effective against a wide range of pest insects. The most highly 
susceptible pests are soft-bodied insects like aphids, caterpillars, leafhoppers, lace bugs, 
mealybugs, various scales and spider mites. Oils can suffocate an insect by coating its entire 
bode and blocking its breathing apparatus.  
   Scales on fruit trees, like citrus and avocado, can be treated in the spring or summer when 
the scales are in the crawling stages. Overwintering eggs and pupae on fruit and nut trees 
can be suppressed by applying (h) oils to the trunks and branches of trees during the winter, 
just prior to bud swell. Such treatments substantially reduce the summer population of these 
and other pests. Read the label on the package for the most updated list of crops that can be 
safely treated, and apply according to the instructions on the label.  
Home Brew/Horticultural Oil  
   Combine 1 Tablespoon liquid dish  soap with 1 cup vegetable oil, such as corn or peanut 
oil. Add 1 to 2 1/2 teaspoon of this solution to 1 cup of water and pour into a plastic pump-
handled bottle. Agitate the mixture and spray onto the undersides and topsides of infested 
leaves. When combined with insecticidal soap, (h) oil acts as a synergist, helping to spread 
the compound over the insect's surface and speed up penetration of the toxin inside the 
insect's cuticle.  
**Make applications in early morning on days with low humidity. This helps speed 
evaporation of the oil. Avoid applying oil sprays when the air temps. are below 40-F or above 
100-F for longer than 2 days, as the oil will take longer to dry, possibly causing damage. It is 
suggested to apply dormant sprays around Thanksgiving time, Christmas time, and then 
again around Valentine's Day. **Precaution** Avoid applying oil on newly emerging plant 
shoots in early spring to keep from burning them, or in the fall before true dormancy has 
taken place. This could result in dieback of shoots and twigs on deciduous plants the 
following spring.  
   I could go on and on, but have run out of space, so if you have any questions on 
horticultural oils, email me at bettyhensley@mlode.com. I look forward to hearing from you.  
 

 

 



The Twain Harte Area Chamber of Commerce is 
pleased to announce the following new members:   
 
¨ Glo’s Ultimate Gift Baskets 
     Glo Goff 586-8852,  
      purplemtgoddess@sbcglobal.net  
      Personalized gift baskets for all occasions 
. 
¨ Whispering Pines formerly know as Christian  
      Berets Inc.  
     24884 Hwy. 108, Mi Wuk Village, CA 95346 
     586-5418, FAX 586-9253 
     A full conference and retreat center.  Also a camp  
     for the disabled in Summer. 
 
 

 
We welcome you one and all!   
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If Twain Harte looks a little empty the week 
of March 15-23rd, it is because many people 
will be going on the Tuolumne County Cham-
ber trip to China.  The bad news about this is 
that Jerrie and many of the volunteers are also 
going.  So, the office will be closed from 
March 17-21st.  We will have a great time 
and be ready to work real hard when we 
return. 
 



Donated by       Prize Winner 

 Winner of $50 Pot Shirley Vierth 

 Business Card Winner Glo’s Ultimate Gift Baskets 

Business First Baseball Cap Garry Alrich 

Business First Tote Bag Mary Ann Smith 

Curves—Twain Harte Shirt & 6 month certificate Doug Vierth 

Sonora Smiles Basket of Dental Goodies Nadine Jacquez 

Mary Harfst Bottle of Wine George Farrell 

Twain Harte Area Chamber Tote Bag Marilyn Steel 

Twain Harte Area Chamber Coffee Mug Gloria Goff 

The Harte Collection Calculator Cheryl Clark 

The Harte Collection Moose Droppings Incense Mary Harfst 

Cutler Segerstrom Insurance $25 Big Daddy’s Gift Certificate Gloria Goff 

Cutler Segerstrom Insurance Blanket Michele Vinci 

Cutler Segerstrom Insurance Blanket Diane Costello 

Cutler Segerstrom Insurance Blanket Greg Anderson 

Glo’s Basket Basket of Goodies Julie von Savoye 

Any Habitat/Acorn Art Candle & Candle Holder Mary Harfst 

Big Daddy’s Smokin’ BBQ hosted our February Mixer and General Meeting.  Lonnie, Carrie and Staff were wonder-
ful hosts for the evening.  In addition to a wonderful buffet of their fine faire, they had servers walking around with 
an array of wonderful appetizers.  Thanks for your great Twain Harte hospitality.  Also thank you to our businesses 
who showcased their business for the evening.  Acorn Art, Any Habitat, Business First, Curves—Twain Harte, Cutler 
Segerstrom Insurance, Glo’s Ultimate Gift Baskets, and PJ & Associates,. 

2008 Mixer Schedule 
March 11 Courtside Bar & Grill 

April 8 InSPArations Salon & Spa 
May 13 Wildwood Inn 

June 10 Coldwell Banker Twain Harte 
July 8 McCaffrey House Bed & Breakfast 

August 12 TBA 
September 9 U. S. Bank 

October 14 TBA 
November 11 Black Oak Casino 

December 9 TBA 
If you would like to host a mixer for a month that is not already booked, 
please contact the Chamber office. 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 Chamber 
Board Mtg.  
5:45 PM  

7 8 

9 10 11Mixer 
Courtside Bar &  
Grill 5:30 PM 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 Chamber 
Office Closed 

18 Chamber 
Office Closed 

19 Chamber 
Office Closed 

20 Chamber 
Office Closed 

21 Chamber 
Office Closed 

22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

March 2008 

 
 
 

GOT VOLUNTEERS?  HERE’S A WAY TO HONOR THEM! 
 

    Are you an organization that relies on volunteers to “make it happen? “ Does your business actively  
support and encourage your employees or associates to volunteer in our community?   
               The Volunteer Junction, a project of The Sierra Nonprofit Support Center (www.sierranonprofit.org), is hosting the 6th 
annual “Volunteers, the Heart of the Mother Lode” Awards luncheon April 18 at the Elks Lodge in Sonora.  This event honors 
the hard, loving work of volunteers in Tuolumne County in the following categories: 
 
               Life Time Volunteer Achievement – Awarded to honor a lifetime of volunteer service that has changed the face of 
our community.   

Extra Mile Award  – Awarded to a volunteer who has made a personal difference in your life or in the life of someone 
you know.   
               Never Too Young Award – Awarded to a person between the ages of 6 and 16 who sees beyond themselves and 
works to improve our community. 

The Volunteer’s Champion Award – Awarded to a charitable organization that does an outstanding job of mentoring 
their volunteers.  

Community Excellence Award– Awarded to a business demonstrating excellence in promoting volunteerism among 
its employees.  

 
Award winners receive cash prizes to donate to the organization of their choice.    Sponsorships are being sought in 

order to keep the luncheon free to all nominees and nominators.  To nominate volunteers, please visit www.sierranonprofit.org 
for nomination forms.  Nomination deadline is March 15.  For more information about the Volunteer Junction Awards, or if you 
business or community group would like to help with a sponsorship, please call 533-1093.   




